
CHRISTOPHER PADILLA 
SENIOR ADVISOR, BRUNSWICK GROUP 

Christopher Padilla is a Senior Advisor at the Brunswick Group, a 

global strategic advisory firm. He advises corporate clients worldwide 

on geopolitical and public affairs matters, including international 

trade, technology, and tax policy. Previously, Padilla led global 

government and regulatory affairs for IBM Corporation for 15 years. 

He oversaw a team of advocacy professionals in 36 countries and 

managed trade and sanctions compliance for IBM’s global 

operations. 

Before IBM, Padilla held senior roles in the Commerce Department. 

The President twice appointed him to Senate-confirmed positions, as Under Secretary of 

Commerce for International Trade, and as Assistant Secretary of Commerce for Export 

Administration. He also held roles as an Assistant United States Trade Representative, a Senior 

Advisor at the Department of State, and as a member of the Congressional-Executive Commission 

on China. 

Earlier, he spent 15 years in marketing, business development, and international trade relations 

roles at AT&T and Eastman Kodak Company. He is a past board member of the YMCA of the USA, 

the Council of the Americas, and the Information Technology Industry Council. He holds a B.A. and 

an M.A. in international economics from Johns Hopkins University and lives in the Washington, 

DC, area with his wife and two sons. 


